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Alcock, for the excellent Sermon by him 
preach'd before” this Houſe Yeſterday, at 
St. Andrew's Church, and that he be defired 
to print the ſame, and that Mr. Downes 
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 Ghry to God in the Hi gheſt, and an E arth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. li 


IHE Advantages and Bleſſings i 
Society from the Profeſſion and Pradtice of 
| © true Religion are ſo obvious, that there can- 
not be a greater Inſtance of the, Corruption of the 
World, a the Neceſſity we are ſtill under of 
Proving, and enforcing them. upon the Minds, and 
Conſciences of Men. * 


3 After all the great 
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Things God has done to efta- 
Bliſh Religion and Righteouſneſs upon Earth; when 

be has condeſcended to make ſo clear a Revelation 
of his Will, and to inforce it by ſuch awful Sancti- 
ons; has encouraged our Obedience to his Laws by 
ſuch ineſtimäble Rewards and guards apainſt the 
Tranſgreſſion of them by ſuch awakening Terrors; 
has blended our Duty and Intereſts ſo intirely toge- 
ther, that they are abſolutely: one and inſeparable ;; 
and has fo framed his Religion, that one great Ob- 
jec and End of it is the promoting Order and Peace 
amongſt Men; fo. that the more ſteddily they are 
purſued, the more confeſſedly proſperous every In- 
dividual is rendered; fince alt theſe Things are ſo, 
it is very 5 4 find any Man of ſo irregular 
an Underſtanding, perverſe a, Heart, as either to 
deceive himſelf, or 48 to deceive others. 

From the univerſal, and infinite Importance of 
Religion, Mankind ſeem to have a Right to expect, 
that God himſelf ſhould determine and fix the true 
Notion of it: that all Men of all Capacities. might 
readily underftand, and chearfully acquieſce in the 
Senſe and Meaning thereof: And bow exactly this 
has been done appears from the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel, and the Words of my Text particularly; 
which as they are the moſt ſolemn Introduction to 
the Chriſtian- Diſpenſation, and en by Angels in 
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Honour of God who appointed it; fo do they c con- 
tain a moſt perfect Debnition of Religion! in gene- 
ral; and comprehend the Spirit, and diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of the Chriſtian Religion in particular: The 
End and Object whereof is to promote Glory to God 
in the Higheſt ; and on Earth Peace, good 2 ill to- 
wards Men. 

The unprejudiced Light of Nature could never di- 
rect us to any other Foundation or Ends in Religion. 
And our Bleſſed Saviour who came into the World 
to reſtore and improve this original Light, which 
had been greatly darkened by Ignorance and Vice, 
has in all his Precepts relating to this great Point 
eſtabliſhed it in the cleareſt Manner. 

The World before his Appearance was wretched- 
ly miſtaken about it. The Heather Part was as it 
were without God in the World: For by Degrees, as 
Men corrupted their Manners, fo they fell off from 
the Knowledge of the True God; and in propor- 
tion as they forgot him became Savage, and Bar- 
barous, till they had loſt all Senſe of the true Dig- 
nity of their Nature; of their Alliance to their Crea- 
tor, of their immediate Dependance upon him; and 
of his preſent and future Judgments. | 

As to the Jews however exalted their Notions 

were of God at facſt, yet they ſoon fell into great 
Miſtakes concerning him. Partial to themſelves; 
and narrow-minded with reſpect to others: For be- 
B ing 
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ing uſed to. conſider and addreſs their Creator as the 
God of Abraham, of Lſaac, and of Jacob, they 
forgot that he was likewiſe the God of the Univerſe: 
And provided Matters went well with the Handful 
of Iſrael, were almoſt: unconcerned for the reſt. of 
Mankind; whom they. conſidered as very little bet- 
thr, Sag out of the Protection and Favour of God. 

Thus Matters ſtood without Hope of Amendment 

Il Carisr au; who made his Appearance, and 
eſtabliſhed his Religion at the fitteſt Time for it; 
when human Learning had exerted its utmoſt Efforts; 
when Philoſophy had ſifted and tryed all Opinions, 
and found no ſettled Principles, no certain 2 of 
Religion or Marality. 

The Wiſdom of God. does every. thing i in the beſt 
Seaſon and Order: And there cannot be a more 
idle Attempt than that of ſome modern Unbelievers, 
who would repreſent . the ſeveral Diſpenſations of 
God as diſtin, and contradictory to each other: 
For the leaſt Enquiry into theſe Things makes it evi- 
dent, that the Patriarchal, the Jewiſh, and Chrifti- 

an Scheme, are in the main Points One and the 
Same; and differ no otherwiſe from each other, 
than as the Beginning and Progreſs of any thing 
does from the End; but muſt be conſidered al toge- 

ther as the gradual „ of the _ of 
God with Men. 2 
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During the Infancy of the World, the Revela- 
tions which were made to the Patriarchal Age were 
ſufficient. And when they by Degrees had corrupt- 
ed their Ways and introduced unworthy Notions of 
God, and falſe Modes of Worſhip, he ſeparated a 
conſiderable Nation to keep up the true Knowledge 
of Him: And at laſt when the Manners of the 
Jeus were corrupted, and 254 Word of God rendered 
void by their Traditions — When human Learning 
was advanced to ſuch Perfection, that it ſeemed al- 
moſt to have reached its utmoſt Bounds When all 
the Power, and Knowledge, and Riches of the 
World were collected together, and one mighty 
Nation poſſeſſed them all; and when the Vices 


too of that Nation were at the Height; and, as 


their own Hiſtorian ſays, they could neither bear 
them, nor the Remedies for them — Then, wen 
the fullneſs of Time was come, did ' Feſus Chrift ap- 
pear ; then was the Saviour and the Healer of the 
World born; who removing the Vail, and break-- 
ing down all Encloſures, has laid all open to the- 
Mercies of God, which are now more evidently over” 
all his Works; being offered not to the Men of 
I/rael only, not to the Men of Jeruſalem; but to 
Men of all Nations, and of all Languages, from 
the rifing of the Sun, to the going down of the Same. 
We may then well expect this laſt Diſpenſation to 
be perfect: We may expect to find every Motive, 


every 


wht * 8 1 f 
every Argument, every Aſſiſtance to * our Ado- 
ration of God, and our Love for Man. We may 
ronounce that the Hour not only:cometh but. now 
BB, when the true Worſhippers worfhip the Father in 
Spirit, and in Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to 
worſhip bim. Now we find the Majeſty of God 
in his true and glorious Character; every Attribute 
cl his Bleſſed Nature brought almoſt to the Level 
of Man's Underſtanding. Here we find him the 
Creator, the. Preſerver, the gracious Father, and 
Friend, and Redeemer of Mankind; rejoycing in the 
Happineſs and Proſperity of the Univerſe, the God 
of all Mercy and Conſolation; of Forbearance and 
Forgiveneſs; and looking upon Puniſhment and Ter- 
ror as his range Work. Here we find the true 
Foundation of Morality deeply laid upon the Glid 
Principles of the Will of God, io” the Reaſon, and 
Nature, and Fitneſs of Things; comprehending in it 
every poſſible Action and Relation in which Man- 
kind can be conſidered; and overflowing with uni- 
verſal Love and Charity, with Peace and good Will 
towards Men, 
From ſo excellent an 8 we might long ago | 
have expected the happieſt Effects: We might well 
have expected that it ſhould have been = Belief, 
and Practice, and Joy of the whole World: And 
from the rapid Progreſs which the Goſpel at firſt 
made, when it was taught and received in its native 
NV Purity 
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Purity and Simplicity, that the Earth ſhould have 
been covered with the Knowledge of the Lord, as zbe 
Haters cover the Sea, 

And indeed it is well worth the Conſideration of 

every thoughtful Perſon why a Religion ſo admirably 
contrived for the Glory of God, and the Happineſs 
of Man, ſhould have made fo flow a Progreſs as it 
has done fince the fourth or fifth Century * Chrif- 
tianity. The Corrguertions of the Cavxcn of RO 
ſeem to have been a principal Hindrance to the Ad- 
vancement of the - Goſpel, and to them I ſhall at 
preſent confine myſelf. 

The Prophets and holyApoſtles bare foretold, and 
prepared the World to expect the Appearance of 'u 
very extraordinary Power, of long Continuance, 
and diverſe from all otber Kingdoms and Powers 

-&pon Earth; dreadful, and terrible, and ſtrong ex- 
; ceedingly, a and ſuffered by the unſearchable Provi- 
dence of God, to make War with the Lamb; to be 
drunken with the Blood of his Saints — To change 
Times, and Laws; and to make the Kings, and Inha- 
biters of the Earth drunk with the Wine of her For- 

nications; and fo intoxicated with her Deluſions, as 

to have all one Mind, and to give their Power and 
Strength unto the Beaft.. A tremendous Power in- 
deed | which has riſen to that height of ſpiritual 

Pride as to carry a very near Reſemblance to that 
Man 4s Sin — St. Paul has told us was to be 
C | * 
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= revealed, That Son of Perdition, who oppoſeth, and 
8G exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, or that 
is worhhipped—So that he as God fatteth in the Tem- 
ple of God ſhewing himſelf that be is God, whoſe 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all Pow- 
er, and Signs, and lying Wonders; and with all 
Deceivg bleneſs of Unrighteouſneſs in them thatPeriſh, 
. they received not the Love of the Truth that 
they might be ſaved. Departing from the Truth; 
giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrine of De- 
vils, ſpeaking Lies in Hypocriſy, having their Con- 
ſciences ſeared with a hot Tron; forbidding to Mar- 
ry, and commanding to abſtain from Meats which 
God hath created ta be received with Thankſgiving 
of them, which believe and know the Truth. ._ 
I am well aware that all this is prophetick Lan- 
guage; and therefore we ought not to be too Peremp- 
tory in aſſerting the full Import, and Meaning of it; 
but I am juſtified by Writers of the greateſt Credit, 
and Authority, in applying them to the Corruptions 
of the Church of Rome: And whoſoever will ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what they have written on that Head 
will be more and more Struck, and perhaps convin- 
ced: too of the Juſtneſs of the Application. 
For what Power but that of Popery is diverſe 
from all other Powers upon Earth ? arrogating to 
itſelf a Dominion within every other Dominion; and 
that too, not only over the Conſciences and Souls, 
but the Bodies and Fortunes of Men. What 


* 8 n a * F 
5 : 
q | 


What Power but that #. Popery can be pro- 
perly ſaid to make Mar with the Lamb, and 10 ba 
drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and with the 
Blood of the Martyrs of Feſus? imagining that 
the Kingdom of Chrift-is to be eſtabliſhed by Me- 


thods ſubverſive of every Kingdom upon Earth; by 
Plots, and Aſſaſſinations, and Maſſacres; and by 
that infernal Tribunal the Inquiſition; where the belt 
of Men have often been condemned to the crueleſt 
Tortures, for no other Crime, but profeſſing to be- 
lieve the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as he himſelf has 
taught it: For which incorrigible Obſtinacy hey hau 
Trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea mores. 
over of Bonds and Imprifonments, they are floned; 
they are ſaun aſunder, are tempted, are ſlain with the 
Sword, being deftitute, afflifted, tormented: Of 
whom the World is not worthy. Who, tho! burning 
at the Stake accept not a 8 which can 
only be purchaſed by denying Chrif. 

No Power but that of Popery has had Influence 
enough to change Times and Laws. The Goſpel Times 
were to be Times of univerſal Riahtcouſach, 2 and ſpi- 
ritual holy Worſhip; they were to be Peaceable and 
bleſſed Times; that truly paradiſaical State, ſo plainly 
foretold by the Prophets, to which the Doctrines 
and Precepts of Chriſtianity, if firmly believed; and. 
| zcalouſly Lew in 1 ee of the Golf] 5 
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would- fully re reſins us; but from which by the Cox · 


=  rvPTIons"of Porzxxv we are ſtill at ſuch a Diſtance. 


What Power but that of Popery has ever aſſumed: 
ſo impieus a Prerogative as Bellarmin has given 
the Popes; and which no Pope has ever ſolemnly 

'- - refuſed, or cenſured him for giving? of changing 
” the ctcrnal- Laws of God; of declaring Virtue to 
be Vice, and Vice Virtue; Evil to be Good and 
| Good Evil. 
There never was any Dominion but that of the 
Popes, to which ſo many Kings of the Earth have 
ſubmitted, having with one Mind given their 
Strength and Power unto the Beaft ; and how that 
Beaſt has uſed it, many of the greateſt Kings might 

_ © fadly tell, when theſe Popes had troden upon their 

Necks, and trampled upon their Crowns; exalting 
themſelves above all that are called Gods; which 
Kings in the Scripture Language frequently are. 

Jeſus Chrift was indeed all Meekneſs and Humi- 
. Itty, and has declared that his Kingdom is not of this 
World; yet his haughty pretended Vicars have 
claimed every Kingdom in it; and reſerving to 
themſelves what was the Capital of them all, have 
given and taken the Reſt at their Pleaſure; have diſ- 
penſed with all Allegiance, and Oaths ; have diſſol- 
ved che moſt ſacred Obligations that Subjects can 
give, or Princes receive, and held lawful Kings in 
' Chains, and their Mobles in Links of Iron. 
Never 
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Never any other Tyranny but that of Rome invented, 
and executed ſuch unchriſtian Methods to eſtabliſh their 
pretended Kingdom of Chriſt: As if it were his Will, or 
agreeable to his Laws, to make Nations deſolate, in order 
to plant his Goſpel among them. Our Saviour rebuked the 
miſtaken Zeal of his Diſciples for calling down Fire from 

Heaven on a ſmall Village of Samaritans, who ſeemed 
to deſerve ſome Chaſtiſement for their want of common 
Hoſpitality; but his pretended Vicars ſhall interdi& King- 
doms, and give up their Inhabitants to every kind of 
Barbarity, and Deſtruction; making the Name of God to 
be Blaſphgmed ; the pure Religion of Chrif, by their 
manner of teaching it, to be evil ſpoken of, and deteſted; 
and the Eſtabliſhment of it, as by them corrupted, in- 
ſtead of a Bleſſing, to become the heavieſt Curſe that can 

befal any Land. | | | 
For can it be a Bleſſing to any People, to have a Reli- 
q gion forced upon them, that ſhocks common Senſe, and 
is an Aﬀront to the Reaſon of Mankind? | 

Can it be a Bleſſing to any Country to have it's Riches 

and Power at the Mercy of one, who prevents every Land, 

where he has Authority, from yielding her natural Strength 
to the natural Owners? forbidding to marry; and re- 
ſerving by that unchriſtian Reſtraint many thouſands of 
either Sex devoted to him, and to him alone, and ever 
ready to faſten his Shackles upon the reſt of Mankind. 

How much better had the poor Iadians been in their 

Ignorance, than to have ſo learned Chriſt, as their inhuman 

Inſtructors taught them? can the few that have eſcaped 

D their 
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their mercileſs Rage, think much better of their new 
Religion, than of that Doctrine of Devils which they left, 
= to embrace it? being inſtructed, inſtead of feeding on 
che Fleſh of Men, to eat the real Fleſh of their God ; ta 
ſubſtitute Idol Altars, to Idol Altars; and inſtead: of bow- 
ing to an Image of ſome favourite Demon of their own, 
= to proſtrate themſelves before ſome favourite Images of 
their Invaders ! 

And can We, who have the Hiſtory of the memorable 
Exploit of thoſe Converters of Nations; and who know 
from their own Writers, that they murdered. eleven Mil- 
W lions of innocent Souls in America alone, to eftabliſh the 

& Kingdom, which they call the Kingdom of (Hi! Can 
we have the leaſt Doubt, that the Popes who commanded, 
and bleſt the good Work, and the Prieſts who executed 
their Commands, were ſdeaking Lies in Hypocriſy, when 


= [ciences ſeared with a hot Iran, when they felt fo little 
it Humanity ? 
lk We can have no doubt of the. Truth of theſe Things, 
= when we call to Remembrance the ſolemn Occaſion upon. 
= which we meet here this Day — It is to imprint on our 
Minds a ſtrong Senſe of the Wickedneſs of thoſe Princi- 
ples, which under the Appearance of Religion, ſhed the 
innocent Blood of ſo many of our Anceſtors with unſpeak- 
able Barbarity ; and would have ended in the utter Ruin 
of them all, if Almighty God in his great Goodneſs had 
not ſaved a Remnant, and plucked them like a Firebrand 
out of the Fire. 

But 


they pretended the Honour of Chriſi; that, had their Con- they 
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But I ſhall not dwell on ſo ungrateful a Subject well 
known to us all; but rather chooſe to mention how dif- 
_ ferent our Treatment, and Conduct has been towards them 
— How we have /oved our Enemies, and bleſſed thoſe wha 
deſpitefully uſed us, and perſecuted us. - = 
In our political Capacity we ſhould be highly juſtified 
by the Hiſtory. of Popery, and the invariable Principles it 
purſues, to entrench our ſelves within the ſtrongeſt penal 
Laws: But our Conduct in this Reſpect ſhews to all, D 
will ſee, that we have made thoſe we have, for our. own * 
neceſſary Security, and not to hurt them, And how lit: 
tle Reaſon they have to complain may beſt be known, from 
compating their Grievances with what Proteſtants ſuffer 
in Popiſh Countries; where the Rulers are not more ſan- 
guinary in framing their Laws, than rigcrous in the Exe 
cution of them. 4 ra. 
Inſtead of forcing their Conſciences, and compelling. them 
to come in by Fire and Sword, and the Torments of an 
Inquiſition ; we have, in Imitation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
made ule of the gentle Methods of Perſwaſion and Chari» 
ty. Againſt all their Malice and Cruelty, we only armed 
our ſelves with the Armour of God; with his holy Bible, 
that Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. They 
came to us as Goliab did to David with their Mouths full. 
of Blaſphemy, with a Sword, and with a Shear, and with, 
a Shield; but we came to them like God's Champion In. 
the Name of the Lord. <<. -— 
This may ſerve to point out in general how gentle our. 
Behaviour has been to that cruel dect and hoy charitable 
| 1c 
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it has been to their Bodies as well as Souls, is already well 
bon to the World from many Inſtances; and parti- 
= cularly from that ſignal one, which cannot be too much 
= praiſed, nor too much recommended to us —The Foun- 
= dation of CHarTzr-Scnoors under his Royal Majzsry: 


Vo from his unbounded Liberality in this truly chriſ- 
ſtian Caufe, doubly deſerves that exalted Title of the 


— DzrznDER or OUR FaiTH. 


This Kingdom already begins to feel the Bleſſings of 
this noble Inftitution in the Advancement of our Religi- 
on, and the Improvements of Induſtry.—I need not de- 

Lend to Particulars, as I am very ſenſible I am, ſpeaking 
== before thoſe, who are both Jupcss and PaTrons of it. 

This we may be ſure of, that if we perſevere in that 

excellent Spirit which began, and has already brought 


i this Work ſo far towards it's Perfection, we cannot fail 
vf intailing Happineſs on our Poſterity. For it is an ever- 


ting Truth, founded in the Experience of Mankind 
from the Beginning of the World, that the Happineſs of 
a Nation riſes in Proportion to the good Manners, the 
Induſtry, and Religion of it's In habitants —This is the 
Voice of Reaſon, ſanctified by the Authority of God in 
his holy Scriptures. And that we may all feel ſo happy 


an Effet in this our Generation, and tranſmit it to late 


Poſterity, from our Charity, and Piety, and Virtue; from 
our Endeavours to promote Peace on Earth, and. good 
i towards Men._May God in his infinite Mercy 
grant, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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